
Hathern C of E Primary School - Everyone’s Welcome Lesson Plans EYFS 

 

Text: You Choose – Nick Sharratt and Pippa Goodheart. 
 

Learning intention: EYFS  0.1 To choose what I like 

Success criteria: I can make my own decisions/I can tell you things I like/I can tell 
you things I don’t like/I can ask others what they think. 

RSE objectives: Respectful relationships: The importance of respecting 
others, even when they are very different from them (for example, physically, in 
character, personality or backgrounds), or make different choices or have 
different preferences or beliefs. 
Starter: Show children the front cover of the book and ask, ‘What does “You 
choose” mean?’ What do you think this book is going to be about? Do we choose 
things every day? What have you chosen today? When we have free choice, who 
gets to decide what activity you take part in?  
Main: Read You choose, but this first time, don’t ask children for their opinion. 

Class activity: Say to the children you enjoyed that book, but you felt there was 
something missing…. Hmmm, what was it? Say you’ve had an idea – let’s read it 
again but this time, let’s stop on every page and talk about what we like and what 
we don’t like. This book could be so much more fun if we all join in! Are we ready? 

This time stop on every page and ask the children the question. Encourage them 
to come to the front of the class and make a choice. Encourage children to explain 
why they made that choice. ‘How interesting that we are all choosing different 
things!’ 
‘Do we have to like the same things?’ 

‘Did anyone change their mind when they heard someone choose something 
different?’ 

Recording idea: Under headings ‘I like’ and ‘I don’t like’, ask children to stick in or 
draw pictures from the story. 

Plenary: Say, ‘We all had a turn choosing today, was anyone left out? Why do 
you think it was important that everyone had a turn? How would you feel if you 
missed your turn? ’Lots of us chose different things, is that ok? Is it ok to like 
different things? Of course it is! Say that’s what you like about this class: we all 
take turns; we like different things and we all get on!  
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Text: Red Rockets and Rainbow Jelly – Sue Heap and Nick Sharatt. 
 

Learning intention: EYFS 0.2  To know my friends can like different things to 
me.   
Success criteria: I know my friends can like different things to me/I know we can 
still be friends. 

RSE objectives: Respectful relationships: The importance of respecting others, 
even when they are very different from them (for example, physically, in character, 
personality or backgrounds), or make different choices or have different 
preferences or beliefs. 

Starter: Put images of different fruits on the board; in pairs, children discuss and 
choose their favourite fruit from the selection. Ask the children in their pairs did 
anyone choose different fruits to their friend. Isn’t that interesting?  

Main: Read Red rockets and rainbow jelly and then ask the children to recall 
things that Nick liked and things that Sue liked. Reinforce ‘What a lot of different 
things!’ Are Nick and Sue friends? How do we know? That’s great isn’t it – even 
though Sue and Nick like different things, they like each other. 

Class activity: Ask children in pairs to think of one thing they both like and 
feedback to the group. Now ask the same pairs to find something that one likes 
but the other doesn’t and feedback to the group. Repeat the exercise with children 
in different pairs. You might want to help the children by having an array of 
objects to choose from on the board (you could use images from the You choose 
book). The aim is to show children that whoever we are with, sometimes we like 
the same thing and sometimes we like different things.  

Recording idea: Children record ‘I like           ’ and ‘My 
friend likes  ’ and draw a picture. At the bottom of the page, children 
write or stick in, ‘We are friends’. 

Plenary: Today we found lots of things we liked and we also asked our friends 
what they liked. Did anyone find out anything new about their friend? Imagine if we 
all liked the same thing; how would our class work? If we all liked red pencils, 
there would be none left! How fantastic that we all like different things and we can 
share and get along. I love this class!  
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Text: Hello Hello – Brendan Wenzel. 

Learning intention: EYFS 0.3 To know how to make friends with different 
people. 
Success criteria: I know in my class we are not all the same/I know we are all 
different/I know I can make friends with different people/I know how to make 
friends. 
RSE objectives: Caring friendships: How important friendships are in making us 
feel happy and secure, and how people choose and make friends. 

Starter: Show the front cover of the book, what does it say? What does hello 
mean? When do we say hello? Why do we say hello? Are there any other words 
we might use instead of hello? Do you have to know someone first before you say 
hello? 
Main: Read Hello hello and discuss: 

 ‘Where to begin, hello hello’. Why is hello a good beginning? 
 What do you notice about all the animals in the book? (all different). 
 Look at the page, ‘Hello colour, hello bright’ and describe the animals shown. 
 Why do you think the animals are saying hello to each other? 
 Most of the animals look happy, why do you think that is? 
 What might be a good word to end the book? 

Class activity: Say you want to make sure this is the friendliest class in the 
school. How shall we do that? Let’s practice saying hello to each other! Ask 
everyone to stand up in a circle and then choose a child to walk across the circle 
to another child and say hello. The chosen child says hello back. The first child 
sits down in that child’s place and that child now walks to someone else to say 
hello. Keep going till everyone is sitting down. Children can only say hello to 
children still standing up so that everyone has a turn. There will be one child left 
at the end so to make them feel special explain they can come to the middle and 
say hello to the whole group, and then everyone says hello to them and waves 
back. Give that child a clap and say you were so impressed because they were 
so patient in that game! 
Recording idea: Children draw two of the animals in the story and a speech 
bubble with hello. 
Plenary: In the game, how did it make you feel when someone approached you 
and said hello? If you said hello to someone and they did not say hello back, how 
would that feel? 

Does anyone know hello in a different language? Why is hello a great word to say 
to someone if you don’t know them? What do people usually say if you say hello 
to them? 
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Text: Blue Chameleon – Emily Gravett. 

Learning intention: EYFS  0.4 To make a new friend 

Success criteria: I know everyone is different in my class/I can make friends with 
anyone. 
RSE objectives: Caring friendships: How important friendships are in making us 
feel happy and secure, and how people choose and make friends. 

Starter: Show an image of two children playing together – how are they similar, 
how are they different? How do you know they are friends? 

Main: Start reading Blue chameleon, after two or three pages, start acting 
confused and ask the children about what is going on in the book; why is 
Chameleon changing colour and changing shape every time he meets someone 
new? It’s like he’s trying to look like them… that’s strange, why would Chameleon 
do that? 

Turn back through the last few pages to check you are right… first he looks like a 
cockatoo, then he looks like a snail…. Oh children! Do you know what he thinks? 
Chameleon thinks you have to look like someone to be their friend! Oh no! Is he 
right? Do you have to look like someone to be their friend? 

We should help him out. Before I turn the page, let’s tell Chameleon he doesn’t 
have to change again… How shall we tell him? What shall we say? How about, 
‘Chameleon, you don’t have to change!’ Get the children to shout it out and then 
turn the page and theatrically look dumbfounded: Oh No! He’s only gone and 
done it again – he obviously didn’t hear us! Let’s make it louder… Repeat for the 
next few pages. 

Ask the children to think of other lines to say to Chameleon, perhaps he doesn’t 
understand – how about ‘Chameleon, just be yourself!’ 

At the end of the book when there are two colourful chameleons, give him a clap 
because he finally listened – he is being himself and looking different to his friend! 

Class activity: Stand the children in a circle and say you are going to give them 
30 seconds to find a partner. Shake a tambourine as a signal to move and when 
you stop shaking the children need to be in a pair. Now ask children to think of 
one thing that is different about them and their pair – maybe they have different 
clothes, hair, skin, shoes, maybe they like different food… Shake the tambourine 
again and ask children to find a different pair and find differences. How many 
brilliant differences can we find in our class? 
Recording idea: Give the children two blank chameleons and ask them to make 
them different colours/patterns. Now add a speech bubble with a greeting. 

Plenary: The two chameleons at the end of the story are very 
different, how do we know they are friends? Do we have 
friends in our class who look different? How brilliant! What a 
great class this is! All different and we all have friends! 
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Text: The Family Book – Todd Parr. 

Learning intention: EYFS 0.5  To know all families are different. 

Success criteria: I know what a family is/I know what families can look like/I know 
all families are different. 

RSE objectives: Families and people who care for me: That other families, 
either in school or in the wider world, sometimes look different from their family, 
but that they should respect those differences and know that other children’s 
families are also characterised by love and care. 

Starter: What is a family? What do families look like? Do all families look the 
same?  

Main: Read The family book and then discuss the different families that appeared 
in the story, which families do children remember? Do children have a favourite 
page? Look at the page, ‘All families hug each other’, why do they do that?  

Class activity: Show the class a baby doll and say this baby needs a family. Who 
wants to look after it? Give the baby to a child and then ask them to choose some 
more children to be in their family and help them look after the baby. You are not 
allotting names or roles to children who are chosen (no ‘this is mum’, ‘this is dad’, 
‘this is brother’) you are simply allowing children to make up a family unit and you 
are accepting it. When the family is around the baby, say the baby is upset, how 
do we help the baby? Pass the baby around the family so they can all give it hugs 
and make it feel safe. Congratulate the family on making the baby happy. 

Highlight the fact that all families are different and we saw lots of different families 
in our game. In the book, how are different? You want children to understand that 
there might be a mum and dad, or just a mum or just a dad, two mums, two dads, 
there might be grandparents or aunts and uncles, cousins, foster families and 
children living with guardians. Do all families have to have babies or children? If 
children are struggling in the discussion to come up with different models, ask 
them, ‘do all families have a mum and dad?’  

Recording idea: Children draw and label people in their family. 

Plenary: Today we talked about different families; are all the families our class the 
same? (Encourage children to talk about people in their own family rather than 
point out differences in others). What have we learned today? What is a family? 
Do all families look the same? Who do you love in your family? 
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Text: Super Duper You – Sophie Henn. 

 Learning intention: EYFS 0.6 To know there are lots of great things about me.  

Success criteria: I know there are lots of things about me/I know my feelings can 
change/I know I am growing up and I can change. 

RSE objectives: Respectful relationships: The importance of self-respect and 
how this links to their own happiness. 

Starter: Look at the front cover; what do you think this book is about, what are the 
objects around the child, why do you think the objects were chosen, what do they 
show us about that child? 

Main: Read Super duper you and discuss: 

 Who do you think is narrating the story? Is the child in the story the same all the 
time? How do they change? 

 Look at the polka dotty/stripes picture: does the child feel okay about being 
different in this picture? What advice would you give them, what could you say 
about their polka dots to make them feel happier? 

 ‘The things that make you different are the things that make you, you’, what does 
this mean? We’ve talked about being different, how are we different in our class? 
Do we like being different here? 

Class activity: Why do you think the book is called Super duper you? Are we all 
super? Sometimes we forget how super we are and we feel like we have to 
change ourselves. Tell the children you can think of lots of super things about 
every person here! 

Ask children to think about what makes them super. Children take turns to say ‘I 
am super because…’, or ‘I have a super…’. You might want to give the first few 
children lines to get the ball rolling: ‘I am a super friend’, ‘I am super at numbers’, 
‘I am super at playing on the bike’, ‘I am super kind’ etc. 
Recording idea: Draw your own version of the front cover with a self-portrait and 
lots of things around it that show what you like and who you are. 

Plenary: The end of the book tells us to be proud. What does that mean? What 
can we be proud of in our class? Tell the class you are proud of them because…. 

Ask is anyone proud of the work they have done today or proud of the way they 
behaved? Find some things to be proud of in our class.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


