
Hathern C of E Primary School - Everyone’s Welcome Lesson Plans Year 1 

Text: Elmer – David McKee. 

Learning intention: Year 1.1 To like the way I am 

Success criteria: I know ways we are different/I know how to welcome people.  

RSE objectives: Respectful relationships: The importance of self-respect and 
how this links to their own happiness. 

Starter: Show images of elephants on the board, do they all look the same?  
Contrast sizes, shapes, colours. Now show the front cover of the book, how is 
Elmer different to other elephants? How do you think Elmer feels about looking so 
different? They will have likely read this story in EYFS so are familiar with Elmer.  

Main: Read Elmer, stop and start all through the book at significant parts to ask 
questions about motives and reasoning eg, why is Elmer thinking ‘Whoever heard 
of a patchwork elephant?’ Why do all the other animals always say hello to him? 
And when he rubs berries on, why is he doing that? Predict what might happen 
next. ‘Elmer felt something was wrong…’, what do you think he was worrying 
about? 

Class activity: Sit the children in a circle and place a large cut out of Elmer in the 
middle. Put a bowl of coloured squares next to the image and ask the children 
what advice would we give to Elmer if he were in our class. Should he change to 
look like all the other elephants? Why don’t we make a large picture of Elmer so 
that if he ever comes to our class, he will see it and know that he belongs? Ask 
children to take turns coming to the centre of the circle to choose and glue a 
piece of patchwork on to Elmer.  
Alternatively, they could all decorate a patch to add to the class Elmer.  
Recording idea: Children colour their own different elephants to join the parade 
at the end of the story. They could write a sentence to tell Elmer he is beautiful 
being different and should not change. 

Plenary: Why did Elmer want to fit in? Does Elmer always like being different? 
What does Elmer learn in the story? If Elmer was in our class, what would we say 
to him? How can we show him that everyone is welcome here? 
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Text: I Love Me – Marvyn Harrison and Diane Ewen. 

Learning intention: Year 1.2 To like myself 

Success criteria: I know I am different/I can tell you how I am different/I can tell you 
what is great about me.  

RSE objectives: Respectful relationships: The importance of self-respect and 
how this links to their own happiness. 

Starter: What is confidence? If you feel confident, what does that mean? Ask a 
child to come to the front and say you are going to give them a challenge. Say you 
are going to ask them to throw a ball and catch it with both hands. Ask, do they 
think they can do it, do they feel confident? What if you asked them to throw the ball 
and catch with one hand, do they feel as confident now? How does it feel to be 
confident; how does it feel to be unconfident? 

Main: Read I love me. As you read about each day, record the affirmation on the 
board. Stop as you go through to discuss the following questions: 

 Why do the children say these words in the mirror each morning? 
 What do each of the words mean, can children give examples of how you are 

each of these words? Brave, smart, strong, kind, happy, loving (have some 
examples ready for your whole class to demonstrate they are all these words). 

 ‘We are beautiful’ Is that true? Yes, it is! Look around us: beautiful black skin, 
beautiful brown skin, beautiful white skin, beautiful different hair, eyes, teeth, 
shapes and sizes, what a beautiful class we are! 

 Look at the three words: brave, beautiful, powerful. What is good about these 
words? Let’s all say them together. 

 Look at the fold-out page and discuss the other words that are here. Ask the 
children, which would you choose today? 

Class activity: Why is it good to say these words? If we never hear that we are 
beautiful, strong, brave, how might we feel? How do you feel when you do hear 
them? 

Show children a mirror and say we are going to practice saying affirmations just like 
in the book. Say you want every child in your class to know they are strong, brave, 
beautiful, smart, kind, happy, loving, powerful. 

Show the children the list of words you made as you read the book, you could draw 
some cartoons next to them to help children remember them. Take the mirror round 
the class and ask each child to say the affirmation into the mirror, then repeat it to 
them, so they hear it from you too. 
Recording idea: Children to choose and record three of the affirmations with a 
picture. 
Plenary: If we see someone feeling unconfident or shy in our 
class, what can we say to them to make them feel confident 
again? How do we make sure in our class we know we are 
confident, and we are happy? Should we say the affirmations 
every day like in the book?  
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Text: Going to the Volcano – Andy Stanton. 

  Learning intention: Year 1.3 To join in 

Success criteria: I know how it feels to join in/I know how it feels to be left out/I 
can let people join my games. 

RSE objectives: Caring friendships: How important friendships are in making us 
feel happy and secure, and how people choose and make friends. 

Starter: Look at the front cover of the book; what is a volcano? Look at the pictures 
of Dwayne and Jayne on the inside cover; what is the same about Dwayne and 
Jayne and what is different? 

Explain the thing about Jayne and Dwayne, and you will see this in the story, is that 
they are really good at making sure people feel welcome and join in. If you want to 
play with Jayne and Dwayne and you ask them, they will always say, ‘Yes! You can 
join in!’ They will never leave people behind. Let’s read the story and you’ll see.  

Main: Read Going to the volcano and discuss after each page how Jayne and 
Dwayne have more and more friends because they always say yes if you want to 
join. No wonder they are always smiling – how lovely to have so many friends! 
Count the characters on some of the pages, particularly on the train: ‘Wow! 19 
friends! How fantastic!’ 

When you get to the plane, point out Boomer the dinosaur and say, ‘Oh I see a 
problem here, Boomer is far too big for this plane. He will never fit in the door. I 
expect Jayne and Dwayne will say to Boomer, ‘You’re too big, you can’t come. He’ll 
have to go back home’. 

The aim is to have the children exclaim in shock that there is no way Jayne and 
Dwayne will leave Boomer behind. Argue with the children, ‘But he can’t fit in the 
door! They will have to leave him; how can they possibly get him on the plane?’ 

Children will come up with all sorts of ideas (the best idea is, of course, to get a 
bigger plane!) and you can congratulate them on being such a lovely class. How 
fantastic that you are making sure no one is left out! 

Continue the story till they get to the volcano and predict the ending. 

Class activity: Read the book again and this time act out all the pages with the 
class. It makes a great action book – trains, planes, climbing up cranes, splashing 
through rain, etc. At the volcano stop and count back from 10–1, getting louder and 
louder. At one everyone shouts ‘BOOM!’, jumps up and then sits down. Rub your 
leg or your head to show where you got hurt when you are in the hospital and then 
wag your finger at your friend and tell them, ‘Never do it again!’ 
Recording idea: Children draw a volcano and different characters 
climbing up the sides. Children could write key vocab around the 
volcano and a sentence about everyone joining in. 

Plenary: What can we learn from Jayne and Dwayne about  
friends and about joining in?  
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Text: Errol’s Garden – Gillian Hibbs. 

Learning intention: Year 1.4 To ask for help 

Success criteria: I know I can ask for help if I need it/I know how to ask for help/I 
know how to respond if someone asks for help. 

RSE objectives: Respectful relationships: The importance of permission-seeking 
and giving in relationships with friends, peers and adults. 

Starter: What is a neighbour? How can neighbours help each other? When might a 
neighbour ask for help?  

Main: Read Errol’s garden up to the point where the text says, ‘But we needed 
help’. Who can Errol ask for help? Read the rest of the story and discuss: 

 Look at the people living in Errol’s block of flats; how are they the same and how 
are they different? 

 Why does Errol need help to build his garden, how can the neighbours help Errol? 
Why do you think Errol made a plan first? 

 Why do you think everyone helped? What does this show about neighbours? 

Class activity: In the story we see Erroll visit neighbours and ask for help to build 
his garden, but we don’t hear the words Errol uses to ask for help. What do you 
think he said when he first talked to his neighbours? How would he explain what he 
was doing? 

Ask for a volunteer to be a neighbour and to stand at the front of the class. Now 
ask for a volunteer to be Errol. Errol approaches his neighbour, knocks on the door 
and then asks for help. Encourage the children to think what he might say. Should 
he be polite? Should he introduce himself, show a plan? How might the neighbour 
respond? What could they bring? 

The aim is for children to consider how to ask for help and articulate their 
responses.  
Recording idea: The page where we see the neighbours for the first time is a great 
way to show diversity in the UK today. Divide the page into eight boxes and children 
record eight different sets of neighbours for Errol to ask. Show people with different 
skin, clothes, in different families, with disabilities etc.   

 Children to design their own garden. Think about making it a space that is 
accessible to different people. 
Plenary: Errol says gardens are always changing. What does he 
mean? Do you think the neighbours will continue to work together? 
The last line is, ‘So what will we grow next year?’ 
Why did Errol ask for help, why didn’t he do it on his own? What did 
the neighbours gain from working together?  
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Text: The Boy Who Loved Everyone – Jane Porter and Maisie Paradise Shearring. 

Learning intention: Year 1.5 To make you feel welcome 

Success criteria: I know we all have feelings/I can choose when to share my 
feelings/I can choose how to share my feelings. 
RSE objectives: Respectful relationships: Practical steps they can take in a 
range of different contexts to improve or support respectful relationships. 
Starter: Ask children to think about the people in their lives whom they love. Do the 
children love everybody? What is it about your special person that makes you love 
them? How is saying you love someone different to someone being your friend? 
How does it feel when your special person says they love you?  

Main: Read The boy who loved everyone, stopping at significant points to question 
Dimitri’s actions and motives, and predict consequences for his actions. 

Discuss: 

 When Dimitri leaned on Liam and said, ‘I love you, Liam’, how do you think Liam 
felt? 

 When Dimitri said, ‘I love you’ to Sophie, Stella and Sue, they giggled and ran 
away. Why? 

 When Dimitri stands by himself in class, how is he feeling? Why do you think he 
is alone? 

 Dimitri’s Mum is not embarrassed when he says, ‘I love you, Mum’. Why not? 
 Why is Dimitri worried about going to school? What advice would you give 

Dimitri? 
 When Berthe smiles and gives Dimitri a big wave, how does it make them both 

feel? 
 Why doesn’t Dimitri join the girls feeding the birds right away? 
 What does Liam say to make Dimitri feel warm inside? Why doesn’t Liam say, ‘I 

love you!’ instead? 
 Why do you think everyone wanted to sit with Dimitri at story time? 
 
(Continued on the next page) 
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Class activity: Dimitri tells everyone that he loves them at the start of the story but 
there are other ways he can show how he feels. Sit the children in a circle and play 
the circle time game, ‘There’s a space on my right’. Shift a child up so there is a space 
on the right of someone and ask them to say, ‘There’s a space on my right and I want  
      to sit there’, then the child they named moves to sit in that 
space. There is now a space next to a new child, who says, ‘There’s a space on my 
right and I want        to sit there’, naming a different child who then 
moves to sit there. The game continues until every child has moved. No one child 
can move twice so children need to remember who has moved when it is their turn 
to choose, if a child has already moved and they are called, they should politely say, 
‘I have already moved’. 

Talk after the game about how it felt when your name was called. Lots of children 
smiled when their names were chosen, why was that? Note: you might want to 
make a fuss of the child who is chosen last; ‘Oh well done – you were so patient – 
what a star! Who can tell me what they like about this person, why do they make a 
great friend?’ 

Recording idea: There are lots of ways we can make people in our class feel 
welcome. Children draw different children and write sentences with friendly 
messages; ‘Come and play with me’, ‘Will you sit with me at dinner?’, ‘Will you help 
me?’ etc. 
 
Plenary: What do you think Dimitri learned in this story? 
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Text: Bathe the Cat – Alice B McGinty and David Roberts. 

Learning intention: Year 1.6  To work together 

Success criteria: I know all houses get messy/I know families can work together to 
clean the house/I can work as a team and solve a messy problem. 

RSE objectives: Families and people who care for me: That other families, either 
in school or in the wider world, sometimes look different from their family, but that 
they should respect those differences and know that other children’s families are 
also characterised by love and care. 

Starter: Ask children to think about their family and house. Ask the children, who 
does the cleaning up in your house? Do you help? What jobs need to be done 
around the house to keep it clean? Make a list together on the board.  

Main: Read Bathe the cat, enjoy the story with the children, there is lots of 
opportunity for faux exasperation as you read through, and the naughty cat keeps 
mixing up the jobs. Why is the cat mixing the letters around? 
The children will be squealing with delight as you share with them your confused 
reactions to funny sentences such as ‘feed the floor’, ‘mow the cat’ and ‘scrub the 
fishes’. 

After the story, ask the children why the adults wanted to get the house so clean; 
who was coming? Did they get it right in the end? Show the last page, how do you 
know everyone is happy?  

Class activity: You need to prepare some cards for this game. On flash cards (In 
resources folder) write the list of words, but split up the sentences so they can be 
mixed up as they are in the book. 

Mop  the floor  vacuum  the rug   feed   the fishes  mow   the lawn 
Scrub  the dishes   sweep  the mat  rock   the baby 

Tell the children we need to make this classroom clean because the head teacher 
is coming round to inspect. So here are all the jobs we need to do. Use blu-tac to 
put up the cards on a board in the correct order. Now ask for two children to be cats 
and look after the words; make sure they don’t get mixed up, while the rest of us 
clean the classroom.  

Now decide with the other children on the jobs we can all do 
around the class – sweep the floor, clear the tables, tidy the 
book corner, wash the windows, straighten the chairs, sharpen 
pencils etc. Say we are all going to work together to do our jobs 
while the cats look after the jobs on the board. Set off the 
children and then encourage the two cats to mix up the cards on 
the board so that they read wrong as in the book. 

Call back the children to the carpet and say you need to check 
the jobs – did we get everything done? Then read the mixed-up 
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jobs that the cats created, getting more and more incredulous as 
you do. 

Oh no! We’re going to have to start again! Put the flash cards back into the correct 
order and ask for two new cats to look after the jobs ‘Make sure you don’t get mixed 
up this time!’ Repeat the game. 

Recording idea: Children draw the family in the book doing all the jobs to make 
their house clean. Children could write the mixed-up job they find the funniest. 

Plenary: We had a great time this lesson working together to make our classroom 
beautiful – well done, everyone! What can we learn from the family in the book 
about keeping your house tidy? Do they leave the mess to just one person? The 
family in the book all clearly love each other and look after each other, how do we 
know? (look at the last page). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


