
Hathern C of E Primary School - Everyone’s Welcome Lesson Plans Year 2 

Text: Can I join your club? – John Kelly and Steph Laberis. 

Learning intention: Year 2.1 To welcome different people 

Success criteria: I have friends who are different to me/I don’t leave people out 

RSE objectives: Caring friendships: That healthy friendships are positive and 
welcoming towards others, and do not make others feel lonely or excluded. 

Starter: What is a club? How do you join a club? Show the front cover of the book, 
what do you notice about the body language of the animals on the front cover? 
What do you think this story is going to be about? 

Main: Read Can I join your club? up to the bit where Duck is feeling down and 

has to make a plan. Ask the children what Duck should do now. 

Children will probably say Duck should make a duck club. Play-act thinking 
about this suggestion and say it’s a brilliant idea! 

Then read the next page and act surprised/confused as a tortoise asks to join the 

duck club. Ask the children; can a tortoise join the duck club? What do you think 

Duck is going to say? He does want to make friends so…. I don’t know, what do 

you think Duck should do? 

Read on to the line where Duck says, ‘my question is…’. And ask the children 

what question it’s going to be. Children will say Duck is going to ask, ‘Can you 

quack?’ Ask the children, can tortoises quack? So, will tortoises be allowed in the 

club? Can anyone think of a different question to let the tortoise in? 

Children will probably suggest, ‘Have you got a shell?’ so reply, ‘Brilliant! That’s 
perfect because then a tortoise can join the club, a snail can join the club, a crab 
can join the club, a horse can j… oh!’ Continue this as children come up with new 
questions; the aim is to point out that as long as the question is specific, there will 
be some animals that are left out. Can anyone think of a question that would allow 
every animal to join in? Complete the story, remarking how clever Duck is for 
thinking of a question where everyone can join. 
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Class activity: Ask the children whether we think this class is like Duck or is this 
class like the lion and elephant. Do we let people join games, or do we leave 
people out in this class? Say you are going to test this. Say you are sure this class 
is a kind, welcoming class that always lets people join in games and you are going 
to prove it.  
Choose a child to come to the front and give them a mini white board, ask them 
to write their name and tell the children we are going to have a pretend club. If the 
child is Rami, write on the board, Rami’s club. Now say you are convinced if any 
child asked Rami to join his club he would say ‘Yes’, let’s see if he does. Ask who 
wants to be in Rami’s club (they will all put up their hands). Choose a child and as 
they come to the front, build up the moment so that it is absolutely impossible for 
Rami to turn this child down. ‘Right, this is a big moment, I feel sure I’m right here; 
I feel sure I know that Rami is a great kid, lots of friends; really kind and welcoming. 
If you need a friend, you’d go to Rami! I feel absolutely positive he’s going to say 
yes’. The child should ask Rami, ‘Can I join your club?’ and Rami will say, ‘Yes!’  
 
As soon as he does show you are overcome with happiness that you knew your 
class was brilliant at this! Choose another child, and another and each time 
exclaim how happy you are. You don’t want the whole class at the front so ask 
Rami, ‘are you going to say yes to everyone? I thought so!’ and then get all the 
children to shout together, ‘Can I join your club?’ and Rami to reply ‘yes! 

Recording idea: Children record pictures of their club with different (imaginary) 
children in it. List ways the children are different: different hair, skin, eyes, 
personalities, religions etc. Everyone is welcome in my club. 

Plenary: Go back to the pages where Duck is turned away from the clubs. Why 
doesn’t he try harder to roar or hiss? What can we learn from Duck? 
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Text: Splash – Claire Cashmore. 

Learning intention: Year 2.2 To know I can be what I want to be 

Success criteria: I know we all have dreams/I know sometimes dreams can 
seem impossible to achieve/I know why it’s important not to give up 

RSE objectives: Respectful relationships: The importance of self-respect and 
how this links to their own happiness. 

Starter: Look at the front cover. What do you see? Why do you think there is a 
photo of someone on the front cover as well as a drawing? Who might they be? 
What do you think this story is about?’ (notice the medal being worn by the child 
in the picture; what might the medal be for?) 

Main: Read Splash and stop throughout the story to discuss: 
● What do you notice about the sisters, how are they similar and how are they 

different? 

● Why do you think Claire is nervous about the water? How does she overcome her 

fear? 

● ‘Conquering her fear makes her feel like a superhero’ – what does this mean? 

● What does invincible mean? 

● How does Claire feel when she wins the race? (encourage better words than 

happy). 

● ‘She throws her arms in the air and waves her stump with pride’ – why does she 

do that? 

● ‘Whatever she can’t do today, she will conquer tomorrow’. What does this mean? 

Class activity: Look at all the verbs used to describe how Claire swims: 

Splashing, floating, kicking, gliding, twisting, flipping, plunging. 
Can we do actions to show now they look? Can you think of any more swimming 
verbs that we could use? Do you know any names of swimming strokes – 
front/back crawl, breaststroke, treading water etc.? 

Recording idea: Claire feels so proud on her podium. Children draw a picture of 
Claire waving her stump while wearing her gold medal. Underneath write a 
sentence to show how Claire is feeling and why. 
 

Plenary: Tell the children this is a true story. Show the back page with a picture of 
Claire Cashmore. Claire writes a message to readers at the front of the book; she 
says she wants to ‘normalise’ her limb difference. What does she mean by this? 

‘Growing up with one arm, I wanted to be treated exactly the 
same as my sisters. At times I had to do things slightly 
differently, but I didn’t let that stop me’. Why did Claire want to 
be treated the same?  ‘Never let anyone tell you that you can’t 
do something – or that you aren’t good enough. Believe in 
yourself and go out there and chase your dreams’. What can we 
learn from Claire? What does it mean to achieve your dreams? 
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Text: Amazing – Steve Antony. 

Learning intention: Year 2.3 To think about what makes a good friend 

Success criteria: I know what a friend is/I know how to be a good friend. 

RSE objectives: Caring friendships: The characteristics of friendships, including 
mutual respect, truthfulness, trustworthiness, loyalty, kindness, generosity, trust, 
sharing interests and experiences and support with problems and difficulties. 

Starter: What is a friend? How do you know you have a friend? How do friends 
behave towards each other? 

Main: Read Amazing and discuss: 

• Zibbo has lots of friends, how do we know this? 

• What does Zibbo do with his friends? 
• Look at the page, ‘We laugh, we sing etc’. Could you be Zibbo’s friend? 
• Look at the page where Zibbo goes to the party; what do you notice about the 

children with him? Are they all the same? How are the children different? Are 
they having fun? How do you know? 

• ‘Zibbo may be different but he’s still my best friend’. How is Zibbo different? 

Class activity: Some people might say Zibbo is too different to play with the 
children, he’s not like them. In fact, if we think about the story, he can’t actually 
join in safely. Zibbo pops the ball and he sets fire to things! He shouldn’t play with 
them. 

Say to the children you are going to argue that Zibbo is too different to play with 
the children and should find his own friends who are like him. The aim is for the 
children to challenge you. Can they articulate arguments to stand up for Zibbo and 
inclusion? 

Argue that: 

• He can’t join in properly – he popped the ball! 
• He is actually dangerous; you can’t have candles around him. Look at the poor 

child who got covered in smoke! 
• Zibbo is not like you. He is different and so he needs to play somewhere else. 

Zibbo would be happier among other Zibbos. He’s too different to play with the 
children.  

Note: the hope is that children will challenge you. In the 
unlikely event that children agree with you, start to change 
your mind gradually. What do we say in our school about 
being different? Realise that our class is full of differences, 
and we all play together! We are all welcome and Zibbo 
needs to feel welcome too. How could we change the 
activities so they ARE suitable for Zibbo too? 
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Recording idea: Children record games they could play with Zibbo. You may 
not be able to play with a ball, but what other games could you play? 

Plenary: Why do you think this story is called Amazing? Why does Zibbo say, 
‘And you are too’ as the last line? Who is amazing in our class?  
 
Reinforce you think all the children are amazing – there are amazing things 
about each of us. Tell the class things you are proud of and why you love being 
their teacher. 

If Zibbo was in our class, what would we say? How would we make Zibbo feel 
welcome?  
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Text: How to be a lion – Ed Vere. 

Learning intention: Year 2.4 To have self confidence 

Success criteria: I know we are all different/I know sometimes people want you 
to change/I know what confidence is/I know how to help someone feel more 
confident. 

RSE objectives: Caring friendships: How to recognise who to trust and who 
not to trust, how to judge when a friendship is making them feel unhappy or 
uncomfortable, managing conflict, how to manage these situations and how to 
seek help or advice from others, if needed. 

Starter: How do most lions behave? If we were to write rules for being a lion, 
what would they say? Compose with the class on a flip chart, rules for being a 
lion. 

Main: Read How to be a lion up to the point where Leonard says, ‘Must I be 
fierce? Must I change?’ Discuss: 

● What’s going on here? What is the problem? 

● Why do the other lions say Leonard should change? 

● How do you think Marianne feels at this point in the story? 

● What options does Leonard have? 

Class activity: Say we need to advise Leonard because he doesn’t know what 
to do. Talk about the choices Leonard has; maybe he should change and be a 
‘proper lion?’ Or perhaps you would advise him differently. 

Ask for a volunteer to be Leonard and come to the front of the class. How is 
Leonard feeling? Leonard should ask the class, ‘Must I be fierce, must I change?’ 
and then encourage children to come forward and offer advice. Of course, some 
children might suggest Leonard does change and try to be fierce. This is fine and 
a reasonable suggestion; we teach children that disagreeing is okay as long as 
we are respectful. So, if a child says Leonard should be fierce, say, ‘That’s 
interesting, thank you’, and ask the next child to give their advice. You want to 
show that different ideas are welcome and there is no right or wrong answer to 
this question, only different ideas and opinions. 
 
After the activity, read to the end of the story and discuss the ending: 
‘Why don’t you be you and I will be I?’. What does Leonard mean by this? 

Recording idea: Use the image from the page we talked about and the role play 
we acted out to write a letter of response to Leonard: should he change?  

Plenary: What can we learn from Leonard in this story?  
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Text: Is that your mama? – Patrice Lawrence and Diane Ewan. 

Learning intention: Year 2.5 To know all families look different 

Success criteria: I know what a family is/I know families look different/I can tell 
you about different kinds of families.  

RSE objectives: Families and people who care for me: That families are 
important for children growing up because they can give love, security and 
stability. 

That others’ families, either in school or in the wider world, sometimes look 
different from their family, but they should respect those differences and know 
that other children’s families are also characterised by love and care. 

Starter: What is a family? What do all families have in common? Are all 
families the same? How are families different? (You could show images on the 
board of different families to support). Do all families look the same? Do all 
people in families look the same? Revisit the Family Book read in EYFS.  

Main: Read Is that your mama? It would be great if you had a globe as a prop 
for this readthrough. Stop as you go through to discuss: 

● Why do people keep asking Josie, ‘is that your mama?’  
● How is it making Josie feel? 
● Why does Josie start drawing pictures of her family looking less different? 
● ‘Maybe her family don’t belong together at all!’ Where are these feelings 
coming from? 
Use the globe to show children where the real countries are on the map. 
● Why are Josie’s parents sticking stars on different countries? 
● What do you think the T-shirt reminds Josie of? 

Class activity: The book cover says, ‘Every family is different, every family is 
special’, what does this mean? 

Ask children to think about their own families and talk about how they are 
different. How do we look different form the other people in our house? 

Recording idea: Ask children to draw the people in their house and record 
ways they are different. This could be appearances, likes, dislikes, hobbies etc. 
The aim is to show children that all families have differences. 

Plenary: Why doesn’t Josie answer the ice-cream seller at the end? Does she 
have to answer that question? Why not? What has Josie learned at the end of 
this story?  
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Text: The Perfect Fit – Naomi Jones and James Jones.  

Learning intention: Year 2.6 To know I fit in 

Success criteria: I know how it feels to join a game/I know how it feels to be 
left out of a game/I can think of ways to make sure everyone can join in. 

RSE objectives: Caring friendships: How important friendships are in making 
us feel happy and secure, and how people choose and make friends. 

Starter: What clues does the front cover give about what this book might be 
about? What shapes can you see? What is the same and what is different 
about the shapes on the front cover? Describe properties. 

Main: Read The perfect fit up to the bit where Triangle has an idea (near the 
end). Discuss: 

● Why does Triangle feel she does not belong? 

● When she joins the tower with the squares, is she in the best place? 

● ‘She decided to find somewhere she could truly belong’. Why? 

● ‘It’s ok’, said the squares, ‘We don’t mind’ – how are the squares trying to make 
sure Triangle does not feel left out? 

● Which games worked with the hexagons, which games did not work? Why not? 

● Why don’t the triangles know how to roll? 

● Have the shapes ever met different shapes before? What do you think 

Triangle’s idea is? 

●  

Discuss possible ideas from Triangle and then read the rest of the story. Why 
are the shapes excited to meet each other? Before turning the final page, 
children predict how the shapes might be able to play together. 

Class activity: Give the children 2D and 3D shapes. Explore using the shapes 
to create different games. Which ones fit together (tesselate)? Use the final 
page as inspiration; what shapes, patterns and pictures can you create using 
different shapes?  

Recording idea: Children record the results of their exploration and patterns – 
drawing around them or taking photos. Does it matter if they are not all the 
same or don’t fit perfectly? 

Plenary: What can we learn from the triangle in this story?  
Is this story also about us in our class? How are we like the triangle and the 
shapes?  

 

 

 

 

 

 


