Hathern C of E Primary School - Everyone’s Welcome Lesson Plans Year 6

Text: The girls — Lauren Ace and Jenny Lavlie.

Learning intention: 5.1 To explore friendship over time

Success criteria: | know what a good friend is/I know how important friendship
is/l know sometimes friendship can go wrong/l value people around me.

RSE objectives: Caring friendships: that most friendships have ups and downs,
and that these can often be worked through so that the friendship is repaired or
even strengthened, and that resorting to violence is never right.

Starter: Ask children to consider what a friend is, how do you become friends with
someone? Can adults be friends? How long do people stay friends? How do people
stay friends over time? How does friendship change over time? Think about the
person in your life that you have been friends with for the longest time, how has
your friendship changed?

Main: Read The girls and discuss as you go through the book:

The tree ‘grew little girls as well as apples’. What does this mean?

The girls were ‘as different as they were the same’. What does this mean?
Sometimes the girls fell out. How did they become friends again?

Why does celebrating the success of someone else make you a good friend?

‘The branches spread wider and the roots reached deeper into the ground’. What
is happening to the girls and their friendship?

‘When one heart was broken, they all felt the pain’. What does that mean?

The girls grow up, but what keeps their friendship going?

Class activity/Recording idea: The girls were ‘as different as they were the same’.
Talk about ways we are different in our class and ways we are the same. Do we
have things in common with every person in the class?

Ask children to draw three columns. In the first column they write the names of every
child in the class. In the second there is a heading ‘same’ and in the third a heading
‘different’. The task is for every child to find things that are different and the same
as every other person in the room. No one thing can be written down more than
three times (a child cannot write ‘football’ 20 times). Children will have to talk to

each other and ask each other about their lives, likes and dislikes.

Plenary: In the dedications at the start of the book, Lauren
says, ‘For my girls who made me the woman | am’ and
Jenny writes, ‘To all the strong women who have made me
who | am’. What can we see about the authors from these
lines, do you think the authors have friendship experiences
similar to those shown in the book?

The line ‘as different as they were the same’ is written twice
in the story. Why do you think the authors chose to do that? What has helped their
friendships to stand the test of time?
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Text: Milo imagines the world — Matt de la Pefia and Christian Robinson.

Learning intention: 5.2 To try not to judge by appearance

Success criteria: | know appearances can deceive/l know it’s hard not to judge
someone on their appearance/l know what non-judgemental means/lI know how |
can try to remain non-judgemental.

RSE objectives: Respectful relationships: what a stereotype is, and how
stereotypes can be unfair, negative or destructive.

Starter: How are people judged by their appearance? Does this matter? Why
does it happen? What is a stereotype? How can stereotypes be harmful?

Main: Read Milo imagines the world and stop as you go through to discuss:

As soon as he gets on the train, Milo spots four different people; what
assumptions is he making right away?

What do you think abut Milo’s judgement on the whiskered man? Could Milo be
correct?

What about the smart boy? What is it about the boy’s appearance that makes Milo
imagine he lives in a castle and is rich?

What is Milo assuming about the woman in the wedding dress?

Is there anything about Milo’s description of himself that surprises you?

Where do you think Milo is going?

At what point do you realise where Milo is?

Class activity: ‘Maybe you can’t really know anyone just by looking at their face’.
What do you think? Why does Milo re-imagine all his pictures?

Throughout the story, what is Milo using to form judgements about people? What
does he realise at the end? Do we form any judgements about Milo in the story?

When you realised Milo’s mum was in prison, did you change your opinion of Milo
and his sister?

Recording idea: Ask the children to draw four imaginary
people on Milo’s subway train. Around each person, write
two completely different identities. For example, a man
wearing a baseball cap and trainers could be a dad going to
meet his daughter and watch her play football, or he could
be an unemployed man going for a job interview or he could
be a chef going to work in the restaurant he owns. The aim
is for children to demonstrate that each person could be anything. We should not
make assumptions based on their appearance.
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Plenary: What can we learn from this story, what do you think was the author’s
intention? Is there a message for the reader?
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Text: The boys — Lauren Ace and Jenny Lgavlie.

Learning intention: 5.2 To check in with people

Success criteria: | know how to work as a team/l know how mental health can
be affected by friendship/l know how to make someone feel valued.

RSE objectives: Caring friendships: that most friendships have ups and
downs, and that these can often be worked through so that the friendship is
repaired or even strengthened, and that resorting to violence is never right.

Starter: How would you define friendship? Is friendship always easy? How do
friendships change over time? Do you think friendships are different for boys
and for girls? Explain your answer. Consider the enquiry question, how can
someone be ‘an island’?

Main: Read The boys and then discuss:

‘Although they had different interests, the boys were a team. When they worked
together it made all of them better’. How does this work?

How do we see the boys building their friendships?

‘One spring the sands had shifted’. What has happened at this stage in the
story? Is the beach a metaphor?

Why did the boys start competing?

‘It felt good to be different and only think about what made them happy’. What
do you think about this line? We talk about being different a lot at our school, is
this the same?

What are the boys failing to do? (show interest, check in with one another).

‘Their successes, which had once been shared, now felt
empty... the boys knew they had to be able to talk about
their feelings but it wasn’t easy’. Why not?

Is success only success if recognised by others?

How does a person become an island? How do the boys
turn this around?

How might they ‘lift each other up’ at the end of the
story?

Recording idea: The book compares the boys to an island; how do they stop
being an island? Draw four islands in the sea and a boy on each. Now decide
how you are going to link all the islands. You need bridges, but each bridge
needs shared ground to link from one island to the next. On each bridge write a
comment to lift up a friend or a shared activity they can both share. You may
choose to link the islands with multiple bridges, surrounding the boys with
affirmations and support so that no one is alone.
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Plenary: Why do you think the authors chose to write separate books for boys
and for girls? They could have written a book called ‘The people’. Would it still
work? What do you think the authors were trying to show? You could argue the
books are old-fashioned or play on gender stereotypes by separating genders.
What do you think? Is there a place for these books in our school? What can
we learn from these stories?
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Text: My brother George — Kelly and Zoey Allen.

Learning intention: Year 5.4 To consider how may language affects others

Enquiry question: How does the language | choose to use affect others?

Success criteria: | know we are all different/| know what judgement is/I know |
can choose how to respond in a situation/I know how my language can affect
others.

RSE objectives: Caring friendships: Respectful Relationships: The
importance of respecting others even when they are different from them.

What a stereotype is and how stereotypes can be unfair, negative or destructive.

Starter: What is judgement? Can you think of a situation where someone might
feel they are being judged? Relate back to the Milo Imagines the World story.

Main: Read My brother George and then discuss:

When in the story do we learn about some of the ways George is different?

Describe the reactions from children around George.

Why does George’s long hair confuse people? George does not want to BE a girl
— he just has long hair and so does not meet the gender stereotype.

‘Now I'm older, | feel brave enough to tell people he’s my brother’. Why is this
brave, why didn’t Molly always do that?

Why doesn’t George get angry when people call him a girl? What does he do
instead?

Class activity: We are thinking about how responses affect others. Have the
following quotes from the story written on cards and ask children to read them out
before asking for responses from the class. The aim is to consider how our different
responses will affect the situation and make George (and others around George)
feel. Of course, you may choose not to stand up for George, we all make our own
decisions and we are responsible for the decisions we make. Molly didn’t always
stand up for her brother (when did she start to do this?). You may choose to
respond to a comment with your own question. Is it useful to stay calm, or is anger
an effective response?

e ‘You're a girl’
‘Why is he wearing hair clips? He looks really funny’.
e ‘Why has that child got long hair? Is it a boy or is it a
girl? ’'m confused!’
‘|s that your sister?’
e ‘Oh, your favourite colour must be pink’.
‘You're too pretty to be a boy!’
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Recording idea: Children record responses to the above comments. If children
continued to laugh at George or called him a girl, what is that behaviour? What
kind of school do we want? Does the way George presents affect anyone else?

Plenary: How would you describe George (pretend to think aloud in front of the
class). ‘Oh wait a minute, is it our job to describe or to label George? Is it our job
to define his identity? Whose job is that?’ Near the end of the story are the words,
‘He is no longer afraid to be who he wants to be’. Why was he afraid before?
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Text: Red: a crayon’s story — Michael Hall.

Learning intention: Year 5.5 To help someone be who they are

Success criteria: | know sometimes people change/l know what judgement is/I
know how to be non-judgemental.

RSE objectives: Caring friendships: The characteristics of friendships,
including mutual respect, truthfulness, trustworthiness, loyalty, kindness,
generosity, trust, sharing interests and experiences and support with problems
and difficulties.

How to recognise who to trust and who not to trust, how to judge when a
friendship is making them feel unhappy or uncomfortable, how to manage
conflict, how to manage these situations and how to seek help or advice from
others, if needed.

Starter: With a partner make a list of as many colours as you can. Who has the
longest list?

Main: Read Red: a crayon’s story. Stop throughout the story to consider how Red
feels as people try to tell him who he is (everyone tries to help but their answer is
to keep trying to be Red). There is a lot to discuss in this text; virtually every page
gives an opportunity for discussion. Why does Mum say ‘go and make an
orange?’, ‘How does Red feel when the yellow says, “Yuk'? How do you think all
the comments affect Red? Stop the story where Red tries to colour traffic lights
and runs off the page.

Class activity: How is Red feeling at this point in the story? Discuss on tables
and then feed back. If Red was in our class, what advice would we give him at
this point? Children will probably want to tell Red that he is Blue. Reflect with the
children whether it is our job to tell Red who he is, or is that decision down to
Red? Who gets to say who you are? Is that your choice or is it my choice? Keep
modelling that you are questioning yourself. This is tricky, there is not an easy
answer here. What do you think is the best thing to do to help Red?

Read the rest of the story. Note the ‘My son is brilliant’ line. Who is saying that?
But at the start of the story, Mum thinks her son is Red. Now he says he is Blue
and she says he’s brilliant. Does that suggest Mum is accepting or not accepting
of his announcement?

What has Red learned in this story?

Recording idea: Turn to the traffic light page where Red feels hopeless. Write to
Red and give him advice. Remember all the things we talked about: is it
appropriate to tell him he is Blue? What can we say to make his life easier? Why
should Red come to our class? If he joined our class, what would hefeel what _
would he learn? S =

Plenary: It is interesting that on the last page, Blue still wears
a red jacket. Why is he doing this? Is it ok for a blue crayon to
wear a red jacket? What is this story about? You could argue
this story is about crayons and colours, perhaps it is! What do
you think? Is there a message in this story?




Hathern C of E Primary School - Everyone’s Welcome Lesson Plans Year 6

Text: Mixed — Arree Chung.

Learning intention: Year 5.6 To consider responses to racist behaviour.

Success criteria: | can recognise racism when | see it/l know how to challenge
racist ideas.

RSE objectives: Families and people who care for me: That others’ families,
either in school or in the wider world, sometimes look different from their family,
but that they should respect those differences and know that other children’s
families are also characterised by love and care.

Respectful Relationships: The importance of respecting others, even when
they are very different from us (for example, physically, in character, personality
or background), or make different choices or have different preferences or
beliefs.

Starter: What is racism? Come up with a class definition.

Main: Read Mixed. Stop at significant points in the story to ask why characters
are choosing those words or behaving that way. Predict what might happen next.
Discuss things like:

The first time Red shouts ‘Reds are best’, how do the other colours respond?
Is the Yellow response effective?

How are the Blues responding? (Talk about bystanders).

What is the name for separating the town by colour? (Segregation).

Why were the other colours unhappy about Yellow and Blue mixing?

What did the colours learn at the end of the story?

Class activity: Talk about the responses from the other colours to Red shouting
‘Reds are best!. Why aren’t the responses effective?

Role play with the children with different responses. Explore ways to respond to
Red when they first shout they are best. You could argue back, or you could ask
a question (‘What do you mean?’) Why is a question sometimes more effective?

Then role play response from the Blues. Instead of being
bystanders, what could the Blues say to stop the Reds and
Yellows arguing?
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Recording idea: How do you challenge racist ideas? Ask the children to set out
a conversation between Red and a Yellow and Blue couple.

Draw Red and a speech bubble. Begin with something like ‘Colours should not
mix! You two need to separate right now!’

Now draw a Yellow and Blue together and a speech bubble so that they
respond.

Would the Red change their mind right away? Draw a Red and another speech
bubble with their response. You want five or six speech bubbles going down the
page showing the colours’ conversation. Can you change Red’s mind?

Plenary: Can people with racist ideas change? Yes, they can! There is a tattoo
parlour in Texas where the owner removes racist tattoos for free. People donate
money to him so that he can provide the service without charging. He can’t
remove the tattoo but he can cover it over, What does that show about people
and ideas? How do ideas change?




