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Text: The island – Armin Greder. 

Learning intention: 6.1 To consider causes of racism 

Success criteria: I know what prejudice is/I can recognise prejudice/I know what 
can happen if prejudice is not challenged/I know ways I can challenge prejudice. 

RSE objectives: Respectful relationships: The importance of respecting others, 

even when they are very different from them (for example, physically, in character, 

personality or background), or make different choices or have different preferences 

or beliefs. 

About different types of bullying (including cyberbullying), the impact of bullying, the 
responsibilities of bystanders (primarily reporting bullying to an adult) and how to 
get help. 

Starter: We know what racism is (check understanding), but where does it come 
from? Are we born with racist ideas? What causes the development of racist ideas? 
The influence of other people, social media, movies…  
Is racism only in relation to skin colour? 

Main: Read The island. Stop and start as you go through to discuss what is 

happening, the images, character motives and feelings. There is much to discuss 

on every page. Stop before they seize the man at the end so that children can 

predict the ending. 

● Why do people on the island have such a strong reaction to the stranger? 

● On one of the early pages there are small children playing a game where they point 
sticks at another child. Why are they doing this? 

● Everyone is giving a reason why the stranger can’t work for them. Why? 

● Lots of rumours are spread about the man. Are they true? Where do they come 
from? 

● Explore the role of the fisherman. How would you describe him? 

Near the end, stop the book and say to the children, ‘It’s not going well, is it? What 

do you think will happen here? Will this story tine around?’ Predict the ending 

(children are likely to turn the story around and say there will be a positive ending 

where the villages realise the man is good and can stay). 

Then read to the end. It is a shocking ending. Talk about it, 
what do you think, why did that happen? 
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Class activity/Recording idea: This book provides a fantastic opportunity for 
discussion about diary entries showing different perspectives. Why are the villagers 
so frightened? Show this through a diary entry from one of them, or from a child of 
one of the villagers and show the child struggling to understand the hate. Perhaps 
the diary entry could be from a child who chooses to secretly visit and befriend the 
stranger, feeding him. The diary entry could be from the stranger himself, or from 
the fisherman, or could use one of the events and show four different perspectives.  
This could be in discussion in role rather than recorded.  
 

Plenary: Is it ok to end a children’s book like that? Shouldn’t children’s books have 

a happy ending? Can you think of any other picture books with an ending like that? 

Why do you think Armin Greder wrote The island? Is this about real life? What can 
we learn from this book?  
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Text: And Tango makes three – Justin Richardson and Peter Parnell. 

Learning intention: 6.2 To exchange dialogue and express opinion 

Success criteria: I know there are different ideas about equality around the world/I 
can listen to ideas and respond/I can show respect when I disagree/I know it’s ok to 
disagree 

RSE objectives: Respectful Relationships: The importance of respecting others 
even when they are different from them. (for example, physically, in character, 
personality or background), or make different choices or have different preferences 
or beliefs. To recognise that families can look different as long as they have love 
and care for each other.  

Starter: Look at the cover and discuss penguins they have already seen at the 

zoo, and in stories. How do they care for each other? How do penguins care for 

their eggs? 

Main: Read And Tango makes three. Display a word bank of feelings words: sad, 
happy, lonely, jealous, frustrated, joyful, strong, proud, disappointed, safe… as 
prompts to discuss how the characters might be feeling at different points in the story. 
Read the explanation that this is a true story from a New York Zoo. 

What was unusual about how this egg was cared for and raised? Did it make a 
difference to the egg?  

This should open a discussion with pupils about how families are all different but all 
special. Discuss the laws and rights of LGBT+ people in the UK. Are they able to 
get married and have children? What laws protect LGBT+ people? Discuss all of 
the protected characteristics and what it means to be protected by the Equality Act.  

It is important that as the teacher in this lesson, you do not give your opinion. You 

are enabling the children to discuss life in modern Britain/life around the globe. Play 

devil’s advocate, pretend to think aloud, pretend to be confused and ask children for 

clarification, encourage children to agree or disagree with one another and challenge 

each other respectfully (this is where a grounding in good oracy practice comes into 

its own). Remind children it is ok to disagree as long as we are respectful, and we 

are not judging people.  

If a child says their religion says LGBT is wrong, reply with ‘Interesting. Thank you 
for mentioning that. Yes, you are right, there are different beliefs in the world and 
the best thing about living in the UK is that we are allowed 
to express those ideas. We can discuss them and debate 
them, and we might end up disagreeing, but we can still 
have respect for each other and we can still get along if we 
disagree’. It is really important that you keep coming back to 
the facts. Yes, different ideas exist, but we also need to 
make sure we are not making anyone feel like an outsider 
when we talk about those ideas.  
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Plenary: There are all different types of family and all families are special. We have 

lots of different family set-ups within our Hathern community. Some libraries in America 

banned this book? Why do you think that is? Do you think it is important that young 

children learn about different families? 
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Text: The proudest blue – Ibtihaj Muhammed and S.K. Ali. 

Learning intention: 6.3 To show respect to people different to me.  
 

Success criteria: I know how people in my community are different/I can show 
respect to people different to me. 

RSE objectives: Caring friendships: That healthy friendships are important 
and welcoming towards others and do not make others feel lonely or excluded. 

Respectful relationships: The importance of respecting others even when they 
are very different from us. 

Starter: What is a hijab? Do you know of any other items people may wear as 
part of their religion? Who wears a hijab and why? Who decides whether a 
person wears a hijab or not, is it a choice? How do you think a person feels 
when they first wear something different?  

Main: Read The proudest blue and discuss as you go along. There are some 
key moments. Make sure you catch these questions: 
When someone first asks what her sister is wearing, why does Faizah whisper? 
How does the girl reply? (‘Oh’). Why is that a good reply? (No judgement). 
When the boy points and laughs, asking why, how are Asiya’s friends 
responding? What options does she have at this point? What options do her 
friends have? 
What do you notice about the people who are disrespecting Asiya? 
Mum says, ‘if you understand who you are, one day they will too’. What does this 
mean? 

Class activity/discussion: ‘Don’t carry around the hurtful words that others 
say. Drop them. They are not yours to keep’. What do you think of this advice? 
Is it hard to drop hurtful words? Is it always possible? 

● Look at the page where the boy yells ‘I’m going to pull that tablecloth off your 
head’. Does Mum’s advice work here? What options does Aysia have at this 
point? 

● Aysia and her friends turn away and play a game. No one responds to the boy. 
Why? What are the arguments for and against responding to the boys? 

● Read bits of the author’s note from Ibtihaj Muhammed. 

● Ibtihaj talks about a ‘transition’ from not wearing her hijab 
to wearing it full-time. Why does she use that word? Why 
didn’t Ibtihaj just wear it all the time straight away? 

● Why do you think Ibtihaj faced bullying? Is that because 
she is Muslim, or is it because children around her didn’t 
understand the hijab? What can we do at our school to 
make sure that doesn’t happen to anyone here?  
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Recording idea: What makes the transition to wearing a hijab hard for Aysia? (It 
is the responses from other children). What do we say at our school about 
differences and choices? Does it affect any other children when Aysia wears a 
hijab? 

Write to Aysia about her hijab to help her make the transition to wearing it. 
Of course, you do not have to wear a hijab, but does it affect you? Can you 
support the choice of someone else to wear one? What words can you use 
to help Aysia make her transition? 

Plenary: ‘I wanted to tell this story so that children who look like me could see 
themselves in a picture book’. Why is this important? 
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Text: Bear Shaped by Dawn Coulter-Cruttenden 

Learning intention: 6.3 To discuss feelings of loss 

Success criteria: To know that loss and grief can be painful and can affect 
mental health / To talk to others about loss / To try and focus on happy 
memories during sad times 

RSE objectives: Respectful relationships: The importance of respecting 
others even when they are very different from us – recognising that people with 
autism may struggle to communicate. To offer kindness and appreciate what 
you have.  
Note – prior to this lesson, consider pupils who may have had family loss and 
be impacted by this discussion.  

Starter: Share the cover. Do you have a bear that means a lot to you? Tell us 
about it. The boy is hiding behind the bear, why might that be?  

Main: Read Bear Shaped and pause at different points to talk about how Jack 
might be feeling and what might have happened to the bear.  
 
Note that Jack is wearing ear defenders in some pictures. What does this tell us 
about Jack and how we can communicate with him? Jack has Autism.  
 
Have you ever lost something important to you? How did you feel? 
Why did people send Jack bears and how did that make him feel? Did they get 
to see Jack happy with the bears or get anything in return? 

 

Class activity/discussion: 

Jack describes it as having a bear-shaped hole. What does this mean? 

Have you ever lost somebody important to you? Encourage children to reflect 
but do not need to share. Grief can sometimes feel like this – overwhelming 
sadness. This can affect our mental health and we may need support just like 
we do for physical health needs. Who can you talk to? 

Can Jack replace Bear with another bear? Why does he decide to give all of the 
bears away? 

Plenary: Jack cannot replace Bear. He cannot get another 
one and move on. He understands that Bear has gone from 
his side but he will still be in his heart and he is grateful for 
the happy memories he still has of them together.  He can 
think about the impact that Bear had on him, to last forever.  

No recording for this lesson – a sensitive discussion. Make it 
less personal by asking pupils to think about how they can 
support a friend who has suffered from loss. Don’t tell them to 
move on or that it will get easier – support, listen and be 
there for them.  
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Text: You’re so amazing! – James and Lucy Catchpole. 

Learning intention: Year 6.5 To consider attitudes towards disability 

Success criteria: I know there are often judgemental attitudes in society about 
disability/I can work to break down those attitudes. 

RSE objectives: Respectful Relationships: What a stereotype is, and how 
stereotypes can be unfair, negative or destructive.  

Starter: What stereotypes do you think exist around people with disabilities 
today? Do we have disability equality today? In summer  
2023 the Equality and Human Rights Commission said many disabled people 
continue to face discrimination in the UK today. The chairwoman of the EHRC, 
Kishwer Falkner, said, ‘Disabled people must be treated with dignity, respect and 
fairness’. What do these words mean in this context? 

A government spokesperson said, ‘We remain committed to making our society a 
more inclusive and accessible place for all disabled people’. (BBC, 2023). 

What do you think about these quotes, what are your experiences of disability 
equality or discrimination?  

Main: Read You’re so amazing! and discuss: 

● Why does everyone keep saying Joe is amazing? 

● ‘Hang in there kid, amazing!’ Why is the adult saying that and what is the effect on 
Joe? 

● Look at all the comments when he’s queuing for an ice cream. Isn’t it nice to hear 
that you are brave? Why isn’t Joe happy about this? 

● What is the Joe show? Why does Joe feel like that? 

● What is the aim of this book? 

Class discussion: Read the author’s note at the end and show the picture of 
James and Lucy. Discuss: 

● ‘Tragedy, pity, inspiration triumph: this is how the world responds to us on a daily 
basis’. Talk about this line. What does it mean? 

● ‘People come with their own stories and feelings and attach them to you’. What 
does this mean? 

‘There are all sorts of stories that may be attached to this 
family photo of us, but they won’t be our stories’. What do 
James and Lucy mean by this?  ‘Disability is normal and 
disabled children will have their own normal stories, if we let 
them’. What does this mean? 
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Recording idea: Is our school inclusive and accessible to everyone? What can 
we do at our school today to make sure attitudes towards disability change and we 
make the world a fairer, more inclusive place in the future? 

Children work in pairs to come up with a plan to ‘make our school a more inclusive 
and accessible place for all disabled people’. You might want to look at the words 
used by Kishwer Falkner as a starting point.  

Plenary: Is disability always seen? What are examples of hidden disabilities? How 
does our school make sure people with hidden disabilities have their needs met? 
What can we do better? Should the child change, or should the school? Explain 
your answer.  

 

 

 

BBC, 2023: ‘Government failing disabled people, 

human watchdog warns’ 17th August 2023, www .bbc 

.co .uk 
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Text: Saving the butterfly – Helen Cooper and Gill Smith. 

Learning intention: 6.6 To consider how experiences shape us 

Success criteria: I know people have different experiences that can affect their 
behaviour/I know how to give someone space when they need it/I know sometimes 
people need time to be ok/I can give someone space and time if they need it. 

RSE objectives: Respectful relationships: The importance of respecting others, 
even when they are very different from them (for example, physically, in character, 
personality or background), or make different choices or have different preferences 
or beliefs. 

Starter: Study the front cover. What contrasting images do you see? What might 
the story be about? Why are the two children looking at the butterfly? Where are 
they? What do you think they are thinking? 

Main: Read Saving the butterfly and discuss: 

● What’s happening on the first page? The text doesn’t fully explain who the children 
are, where they have been, how they got there, where they are going, but the 
images help us to understand. Can you fill in the gaps? 

● The little one seems to be happier than the bigger one and makes friends more 
quickly. Why is that? 

● ‘Over her mind a shadow fell, while a squeezing in her chest made it sometimes 
hard to breathe’. What’s happening here? 

● When they first catch a butterfly, the big one says, ‘Give it space, give it time’.  
Why does she say that? 

● Why do you think the butterfly turns on the little one when he traps it? 

● How did the butterfly encourage the big one to go outside? 

● ‘The butterfly didn’t look back’. What is the butterfly trying to tell the big one? 

What changes at the end of the story? Why is stepping 
outside the (broken) house significant for the big one?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Hathern C of E Primary School - Everyone’s Welcome Lesson Plans Year 6 

 

 

Class activity: If the big one came to our class, how do you think she might 
behave?  Why? 
A video went viral in 2022 of a school in Italy waiting for a small group of refugee 
children from Ukraine to arrive at their school and having the whole school clapping/ 
cheering as they entered the school. They are met with a wall of sound. The video 
was hailed as a positive show of support for refugees. What do you think about this 
story? 

The children clap and the teachers thought they were doing the right thing and they 
want to show the children from Ukraine how welcome they really are… but how 
would the big one from our story feel about this welcome? 

It may be that the welcome was the right thing to do. It certainly comes from people 
wanting to do the right thing. What do you think? Discuss and come up with other 
options. Consider the reactions of the two children in the story. 

You should be able to find the clip if you search the web for ‘Italian pupils clap and 
cheer Ukrainian children on the first day of school, March 2022’.  

Recording/discussion idea: Record arguments for the school welcome and 
arguments against the welcome, then ask the children to write what they would 
advise the school to do next time. (It may be that you advise the school to do 
exactly the same thing. Give reasons for your advice). 

 
This could link back to their reading of The Island and how ‘outsiders’ were treated 
and made to feel.  
 

Plenary: Why do you think the author chooses to keep the names of the children in 
the story from us? 

Is this the experience for all refugees? Is it okay to ask 
people about their experiences and stories? 

How do you know if someone needs time and space? What 
could you do/say to show someone who needs time and 
space that you understand and that you will be there for 
them when they are ready?  
 
 

 

 

 


